VA Regional Guidelines

Lawn Maintenance
Manchester Regional Office
Applies to the following states: Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, and New York

Local Release: 26-02-11

a. Initial Service:

1) Overgrown shrubs or tree branches that are hazardous or obstruct doorways, public walks and driveways shall be trimmed or removed.  All observed trash and debris in the yard shall be removed as a part of the initial service.

2) Lawns shall be cut to a height of two inches.  The lawn shall be properly raked and the cuttings removed whenever the height of the grass exceeds six inches.

b. Scheduled cuttings other than the initial service:

1) Scheduled lawn care shall begin on April 1st and end on September 30th.  Cutting every fourteen (14) days is considered reasonable, except during very rainy periods when cutting every ten (10) days is considered reasonable.

2) The entire lawn shall be cut to a height of two inches, unless area exceeds square feet (see Exhibit B for instructions).  Grass and weeds shall be trimmed around the foundation of all structures, planting beds and fences.
Cleveland Regional Office

Applies to the following states: Delaware, Indiana, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania

Information Letter: 26-03-13, Exhibit A

Initial Service:

1. Overgrown shrubs or tree branches that are hazardous or obstruct doorways, public walks and driveways shall be trimmed or removed.  All observed trash and debris in the year shall be removed as part of the initial service. 

2. Lawns shall be cut to a height of two inches.  The lawn shall be properly raked and the cuttings removed whenever the height of the grass exceeds six inches.

Subsequent Service:

1. Scheduled lawn care shall begin on April 1st and end on September 30th.  Cutting every 14 days is considered reasonable, except during very rainy periods when cutting every 10 days is considered reasonable.  

2. The entire lawn shall be cut to a height of two inches, unless area exceeds 40,000 square feet.  Grass and weeds shall be trimmed around the foundation of all structures, planting beds and fences.

Roanoke Regional Office

Applies to the following states: District of Columbia, Kentucky, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia

Loan Guaranty Information Letter: 26-03-06

Grass cutting will be performed only as needed during the growing season.  

· Large lot:  $75

· Standard yard:  $45.00

· Townhouse yard:  $25.00

Atlanta Regional Office

Applies to the following states: Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee

Loan Guaranty Bulletin: 263-03-14

Yard maintenance should be performed at least every two weeks between April and October, and at least once per month during the other months.  Remove all trash and debris and cut all yard areas.  Rear yard is to be cut at least 100’ behind structure.  Haul away grass clippings.  Reasonable costs for this service are:

· First cutting:  $100

· Subsequent cuttings:  $50

St. Petersburg Regional Office

Applies to the following states: Alabama, Florida, Mississippi

Information Bulletin: 26-03-10

All lawn services include edging and removal of clippings after each cutting.  Holders are expected to use good judgment to determine when mowing is needed.  There is a maximum of two cuts per month during growing season.

Cost Allowable Maximums:

· Initial cut:  $70

· Re-cut:  $30

· Larger lots in excess of 15,000 sq. ft. $188 (total sq. ft. x $.0047)

· Re-cut larger lot:  43% of initial cost

St. Paul Regional Office
Applies to the following states: Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin

Regional Loan Center Memorandum No. 03-08

Lawn Care:

Lawn care should be performed as needed (up to two cuttings a month) to comply with local codes and ordinances after April 1st.  Lawn care should be performed to the edge of the property line on city lots and mowing should only be done for the first 40 feet from the dwelling on rural lots.  A large city lot is defined as 8,000 sq. ft. or greater. 

Snow Removal:

Snow removal should be performed as needed to comply with local codes and ordinances.  

Claims will be reduced for the amount of any liens or fines imposed by local authorities for failure to comply with local ordinances.

Houston Regional Office

Applies to the following states: Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas

Bulletin Nos.: 2002-13, 2001-08

Mow lawns as need when the property is vacant.  During the growing season, mowing may be needed as often as twice a month.  Holders will use good judgment to determine when mowing is needed and insure that a final grass cut is completed no earlier than the week prior to the foreclosure sale date or hearing date if confirmation of the sale is required.  A maximum of $75 for all mowing each month will be reimbursed. 

Denver Regional Office

Applies to the following states: Alaska, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, Wyoming

Loan Guaranty Letter: 03-07 261-1

Lawn Care:

Grass should be cut as needed but no more than twice per month between April and October.  Mowing once per month may prove sufficient depending on the amount of rainfall.  

Snow Removal:

Snow removal should be performed as required by local code.

See also Cost Allowable matrix.

Phoenix Regional Office

Applies to the following states: Arizona, California, Nevada

Loan Guaranty Information Bulletin 26-03-11

Mow lawns when properties are vacant.  VA will reimburse for lawn mowing occurring no more frequently than once every three weeks.  Lawn service must include edging and removal of clippings after each cutting.

Hawaii Regional Office
Applies to Hawaii

Loan Guaranty Information Bulletin No. L-95-7

Due to infrequency of foreclosures in the area, no schedule of reimbursable property preservation expenses has been issued.  Requests must be approved by the Loan Service Representative at (808) 566-1475.
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